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Introduction to the Committee 
 

The Historical Security Council (HSC) functions the same way as the security council but 
in 1956. The Security Council is the most crucial organ of the United Nations, for it is the only 
organ that can take immediate and punitive force on the United Nations charter's issues in 
Chapters V, VI, and VII. In the Security Council, there are 15 members, which include five 
permanent members: the United States, China, Russia, France, and the United Kingdom, and ten 
members that rotate as elected each year by the General Assembly for a two-year term. It is 
essential to mention that before 1963, the security council only had 11 members, five permanent 
and six non-permanent.  The security council passed a resolution to increase the number of 
members. In 1956, the non-permanent members were Australia, Belgium, Cuba, Iran, Peru, and 
Yugoslavia. The rest of the countries not mentioned in this list will be considered observer 
members of the Security Council. As this committee is still the security council, the five 
permanent members will have veto power.  

 
The Suez Canal Crisis (October 29) 

 
The Suez Canal Crisis was a conflict in the Middle East in 1956 when Egyptian president 

Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalized the Suez canal owned by the Suez canal company that 
belonged to France and the United Kingdom. The main issue stemmed from an American and 
British decision not to finance Egypt's construction of the Aswan High Dam, which they had 
previously promised. Egypt's growing relations with communist Czechoslovakia further 
worsened relations between the countries. Because of this, the president of Egypt decided to 
seize the Suez Canal. France and Britain tried to negotiate with the president of Egypt. However, 
when that failed, France and Britain prepared military action to retake the Suez Canal in which 
they got help from Israel as well because of previous conflicts between Egypt and Israel. On 
October 29, the Israeli forces invaded Egypt and. Britain and France demanded that Israeli and 
Egyptian troops withdraw from the Canal, and they announced that they would intervene to 
enforce a cease-fire ordered by the United Nations. On November 5 and 6. The British and 
French forces occupied the Suez Canal. The countries participating in the conflict were Israel, 
France, The United Kingdom, and the Republic of Egypt.  
 

Measures to prevent conflict between North and South Vietnam (March 4) 
 

This conflict took place from 1954 through July 1975. Since the 19th century, Vietnam              
has been a French colony. During the Japanese invasions in World War II, Vietnamese leader Ho                
Chi Mihn formed the League for Independence of Vietnam (Viet Minh), which achieved             
Japanese withdrawal and, on September 2, 1945, declared the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.             



The party’s purpose was to implement a communist model, which went against the United              
States’ view for the state. The division of Vietnam began in July 1949 when France-backed               
Emperor Bao Dai declared Saigon as the official capital of Vietnam, striving to get involved in                
the Western economy and culture. In July 1954, the Geneva Accords determined the division of               
Vietnam in North and South with Hanoi and Saigon as capitals, respectively, and Ho Chi Mihn                
headed North Vietnam while the South remained non-communist. In December 1960, the            
National Liberation Front (Viet Ming) challenged the government of South Vietnam, giving            
place to a civil war. The following spring, U.S. President John F. Kennedy increased the support                
for South Vietnam, providing them with military forces and new weapons. The U.S. troops were               
forced to withdraw in 1975, after the Paris Peace Accords from January 27, 1973, leading to the                 
official declaration of Vietnam as a Socialist Republic on July 2, 1976. The capital, Saigon, was                
renamed as Ho Chi Minh City. The United Nations had little to no protagonism in this conflict,                 
due to the United States’ veto power against any resolution on the issue. 

 
The United States of America was an active participant during this conflict, and France              

backed it against Viet Minh. On August 7, 1964, the U.S. House of Representatives unanimously               
passed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, which officialized its involvement in stopping the spread              
of communism. The People’s Republic of China had an essential role by formally recognizing              
the communist Democratic Republic of Vietnam in January 1950 and spending 20 billion dollars              
to support North Vietnam. The Soviet Union was a fundamental provider of weaponry for North               
Vietnam, which caused the rising tension of the Cold War. 

 
  

Conflict in Cyprus 
 

In 1914, Cyprus was annexed to Britain, becoming a colony in 1925. During the initial               
period of colonization, Cypriots showed discomfort towards the British rule, causing a guerrilla             
war against them in 1955, which mainly sought Cyprus and Greece's unification as a way of                
independence. The relocation of the British Suez headquarters was also a trigger for the rising               
tension. The Cypriot nationalism movement involved in the manifestations was called "EOKA,"            
On April 1, 1955, began with the attacks that led to the declaration of a state of emergency                  
during late November of the same year. Backed by most of the Greek and Turkish forces, EOKA                 
became more robust, while the British lacked human resources due to the Suez Crisis and               
Malayan Emergency in which they were also involved. In 1960, Cyprus declared independence,             
but the British remained in control of Sovereign Base Areas (military bases) in Akrotiri and               
Dhekelia. Turkish and Greek Cypriots agree to sign a power-sharing Constitution for the             
republic's future, which eventually fails and causes Greece and Turkey to come close to war. The                
UN Security Council intervenes by passing Resolution 186 (March 4, 1964), which calls for the               
deployment of a UN Peacekeeping Force and seeks for the Secretary-General to find a peaceful               
solution through settled agreements. The United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus           
(UNFICYP) was established in 1974 and has continued to supervise ceasefire lines, give             
humanitarian aid, and maintained a buffer zone. 

 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akrotiri_and_Dhekelia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akrotiri_and_Dhekelia
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Important Resources/Direct links: 

Vietnam War 



Proposals/resolution on Vietnam by the U.S.A. in the UN: 

https://search.archives.un.org/uploads/r/united-nations-archives/4/7/7/4776298c623b2c3391d8db

66f025549279baea6919aaa62c98c83316f5ce3186/S-0866-0001-16-00001.pdf 

Transcript of the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (1964): 

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=98&page=transcript 

Paris Peace Accords: 

https://www.cvce.eu/content/publication/2001/10/12/656ccc0d-31ef-42a6-a3e9-ce5ee7d4fc80/pu

blishable_en.pdf 

 

Conflict  in Cyprus 

UN Security Council Resolution 186 (March 4, 1964): 

https://peacemaker.un.org/sites/peacemaker.un.org/files/CY_640304_SCR186.pdf 

UN Documents for Cyprus: https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-documents/cyprus/ 
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