
 

Committee Overview  
 

The Human Rights Council has 47 members chosen by the General Assembly of the UN. Each                
member serves up to 3 years and can only serve up to two consecutive periods. This council                 
includes 13 seats for Africa, 13 for Asia’s Pacific region, 8 for Latin American and the                
Caribbean, 7 for Western Europe, and 6 for Eastern Europe. To be considered for nomination,               
a state must consistently show the promotion and protection of human rights. 
 
Committee’s Parliamentary Procedure  
 
Point of Order: It is used when the delegate believes there has been a mistake regarding the 
parliamentary procedure. It can’t interrupt the speaker. 
 
Point of Information to the Chair: It is used when a delegate has a question about something 
that isn’t clear in the committee. It can’t interrupt the speaker 
 
Point of Information to the Speaker: It is directed to the speaker regarding the resolution or 
amendment being discussed. It can’t interrupt the speaker, and its duration will be decided by 
the chair.  
 
Motion to Shorten Time of Debate: It is not put to a vote and is used when there are no more 
speakers that desire to talk during the time of the debate.  
 
Motion to Extend Time of Debate: It is put to a vote and it passes with two-thirds of the 
committee. It is only used when time against and in favor of a resolution or amendment has 
finished, but delegates would like to debate more on the topic.  
 
Motion to Amend the Agenda: It is exercised immediately after roll call. It has one speaker 
for and one speaker against; each speaker has 30 seconds to speak. It passes with two-thirds of 
the committee. Once it passes, it is the motion for the rest of the session.  
 
Motion to Differ Resolution: It has one speaker for and one speaker against; each speaker has 
1 minute and 30 seconds. It passes with two-thirds of the committee. 
 
Motion to vote by roll call: It requires the chair to call nations by their names and state if they 
vote in favor, against, or abstain. It passes by the chair's discretion.  
 
Motion to adopt without a vote: It is used immediately after a resolution or amendment is 
read. It passes with no objections.  
 
Motion to vote by clause: It passes with a simple majority. The resolution or amendment is 
divided into clauses and voted upon each one of these.  
 
 



 
 

Freedom of Speech in the Philippines  

Due to the pandemic caused by COVID-19, an authoritarian power has surged in the              
Philippines. Populist leaders are taking advantage of the state of emergency to deprive freedom              
of speech. What brought light to this issue was Maria Ressa's sentence. On June 19, 2020, the                 
Phillipino government sentenced Maria Ressa, a journalist, for exposing information on the            
country's stringent conditions. She is the Rappler Information Portal founder, a news agency             
destined to criticize the government. The state has launched an unprecedented campaign of             
intimidation against the country's free media. The president, Rodrigo Duterte, has accused            
journalists of corruption and biased coverage. The state sentenced Miss Ressa after            
showcasing the hostile authoritarian regime in the Philippines. Furthermore, the government           
has incarcerated several journalist groups who claim that the government delivers false            
information through media sources. The violations of this freedom of speech have broken the              
civic freedom guarantee created in 1987 by the Philippine constitution.  
 

1. https://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/freedom-expression-fundamental-huma
n-right  

2. https://globalfreedomofexpression.columbia.edu/non-governmental-organizatio
ns/#:~:text=Freedom%20House%20is%20an%20independent,including%20the
%20freedom%20of%20expression.  

3. https://www.hrw.org/es  
4. https://www.who.int/philippines  
5. Constitutional Commission of the Philippines, 1987 

  

The Philippine Commission on Human Rights has spoken out about this topic and stated that a 
fully functional democracy must allow freedom of speech. Even if the covid-19 pandemic is a 
public emergency, human rights cannot cease to exist during such crises.  Thus, the 
Philippines' current suspension of this right to free speech violates article #7 of the Declaration 
of Human Rights.  
 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/21/latin-americas-support-justice-philippines  

 
 

Indigenous Rights in the Brazilian Amazon Rainforest 

The Brazilian Amazon is home to the largest number of uncontacted indigenous peoples on the 
planet. According to the National Indian Foundation (FUNAI), there are at least 100 isolated 
indigenous people in the jungle. 
 
These indigenous communities of the Amazon rainforest are on the front line of defense, both 
for themselves and their lands, against the rapidly spreading fires. Most of the tens of 
thousands of fires are taking place in Brazil. However, these fires are also raging in Bolivia, 
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where 10,000 km2 of forests have burned (an area similar to the size of Lebanon) and large 
areas in Paraguay and Peru. This potential global emergency is yet another example of the 
ramifications of systematically ignoring and undermining indigenous peoples and their rights. 
Now, in Dourados, indigenous people are fighting to keep their children. Several mafias are 
abducting the youngest of the community. The families are in an untenable situation, for they 
need to maintain their connection to ancestral land, but several forces keep pushing them away 
from them.  
 
 

6. https://www.amazonfrontlines.org/chronicles/indigenous-conservation-amazon/  
7. https://www.iwgia.org/en/brazil/3320-serious-deterioration-of-human-rights-an

d-indigenous-rights-conditions-in-brazil.html  
8. https://www.who.int/philippines/about-us/careers  
9. https://wwf.panda.org/knowledge_hub/where_we_work/amazon/about_the_am

azon/people_amazon/indigenous_brazil/ 

The president of Brazil, Jair Bolsonaro, has not noticed the dire situation for the Amazon's 
indigenous. Bolosonaro's administration hasn’t recognized the indigenous lands' patrimony to 
open them for mining. The Human Rights Council must secure these people's rights.  

 
  

Domestic Violence during the COVID-19 quarantine 

Even though one in every three women experience physical or sexual violence from their 
partners or familiars, the COVID-19 Pandemic has only made it worse. Every type of violence 
has increased. The way that aggressive counterparts react to this frustration is by having 
violent attitudes towards those nearest to them, and during the lockdown, those are their wives, 
daughters, and mothers.  
According to the New England Journal of Medicine, “One in 4 women and one in 10 men 
experience intimate partner violence (IPV),” whether that is physical, emotional, sexual, or 
psychological abuse and violence. Many experts and global organizations have even called it 
the Pandemic within the Pandemic, referring to the fast pace at which domestic violence cases 
have increased. At the same time, the whole world struggles to overcome COVID-19.  

1. UN Women’s Shadow Pandemic Campaign  
2. Submission to the UN special rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and 

consequences regarding COVID-19 and the increase of domestic violence against 
women (Human Rights Watch) 

3. OHCHR on States combating the domestic violence crisis due to COVID  
4. United Nations’ response  

 

UN Women held online consultations with gender equality mechanisms from 14 other 
countries (Albania, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kosovo, 
Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, and 
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Turkey). According to UN Women, mechanisms are the “government institutions that serve as 
the central entity responsible for implementing and integrating gender equality measures 
across policies and programmes.”  

 
Useful Links/Bibliography:  
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2024046 
https://eca.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/06/voices-of-gender-equality-mech
anisms-on-covid-19 
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/reactions-by-other-international-organisations 
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CEDAW/Statements/CEDAW_Guidance_note_C
OVID-19.docx 
 
 

The Question of the “Black Lives Matter” Movement 

Black Lives Matter Network Foundation, Inc. has headquarters in the US, UK, and Canada. 
Recently, the BLM Movement has been very vocal and persistent, especially in the United 
States, following George Floyd's murder in Minneapolis. They have since protested for equal 
rights for the black community, subject to systemic racism for decades. Some of the most 
recent cases that the movement is protecting and protesting for justice are George Floyd, 
Breonna Taylor, Tamir Rice, and Philando Castile. The Human Rights Council has taken a 
step towards deleting systemic racism by passing Resolution 7/43. It created a "Mandate of the 
Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and 
related intolerance," triggered by this and many other movements that fight against social 
injustices related to race. On June 17, this resolution passed, and the debate regarding the topic 
is still ongoing.  

1. Black Lives Matter Website 
2. Human Rights Council passes a resolution on systemic racism and police brutality 
3. Resolution 7/34, systemic racism and xenophobia  
4. Human Rights Council Debate Summary 

Thousands of cities and countries worldwide have held protests with over 100 assistants, 
including several countries in Africa, Europe, Asia, and South America. The US government 
also lacks support from its citizens since they have asked for the police's defunding. It has also 
sparked protests against systemic racism towards other minorities, such as Indigenous 
communities in countries like Australia and New Zealand.  

 
 
USEFUL LINKS FOR CAMINU XXVI:  
UN Charter  
Universal Declaration of Human Rights  
Human Rights Council Website  
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