
I would like to give you a warm welcome to the 2021-2022 school year. I am truly excited to 
start the year as the new Director General.  The warmth and strength of the American School of 
Quito community that brought me here to Quito is even more impressive in person. I have been 
particularly impressed with the level of professionalism of the teachers and sta� I have had the 
pleasure of working with over the past few weeks. I look forward to getting to know the parents 
and students over the course of the coming school year. 

I would like to thank you all for your patience and understanding as we navigate the pandemic 
realities and government requirements in �nalizing our return to campus. Our duty to keep 
your children safe while they learn with us on campus or online is something we take extremely 
seriously. We are con�dent that the layered protection strategies developed in collaboration 
with our partner Hemisaro Salud will safeguard our community.  Despite the challenges, we are 
con�dent that as a community, we are ready to support our students in their return to campus. 

Based on the parent responses to our return to campus survey, we are dividing students into 
three groups.  Groups 1 and 2 will alternate weeks of in-person and virtual learning, with the 
exception of the levels authorized to attend school every day (Nursery, Pre-kinder, Kinder, 11th 
and 12th grade).  We will start the school year with students in Group 1 in-person and Group 2 
studying virtually online.  Students that selected the virtual learning option will be identi�ed as 
group 3 and will remain online, studying from home. Student groupings will be posted in the 
Parent Portal on Thursday by 3:00pm. Please note that while we are using last names as a 
guide for dividing students, in an attempt to keep the families together, this will not always be 
possible.  Also, the group assignments for all grades may not fall exactly on the same letter. 

I ask that everyone review the updated Returning to the Campus Manual and attend the parent 
orientation meetings hosted by each division over Zoom in the coming days. In these meetings, 
our biosecurity protocols and practices will be shared. Your support of our health and safety 
protocols play an essential role in the success of our return to campus e�orts.  Please take some 
time to discuss them with your children so they understand what to expect. Together, as a com-
munity, I am con�dent that we will safeguard the health of our students as we o�er them an 
outstanding educational experience.

In closing, thank you for your trust in the American School of Quito.  The school-community 
partnership in support of our students has never been more important.  

Warm Regards,

Frank Volpe, PhD
Director General 
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Dear Parents,


