
Historical Security Council CAMINU XXVII Guide

Committee Overview

The Historical Security Council (HSC) functions in the same way as the security council but
during the year 1979. As the Security Council, it is the most important organ of the United
Nations as it is the only organ of the United Nations which can take immediate action and
punitive force on issues, as stated in the United Nations charter in Chapters V, VI, and VII. In the
Security Council, there are 15 members which include 5 permanent members which are the
United States, China, The Soviet Union, France, and the United Kingdom, and 10 members who
rotate as elected each year by the General Assembly for a two-year term. For 1979, the countries
filling the 10 remaining seats are Bangladesh, Bolivia, Czechoslovakia, Gabon, Jamaica, Kuwait,
Nigeria, Norway, Portugal, and Zambia. As this committee is still the security council, the 5
permanent members will have veto power (For more detailed information on the veto, please
revise this link The Veto : UN Security Council Working Methods). The procedure used in the
committee will be the same as the security council, as delegates will present their resolutions to
the rest of the committee regarding the themes which the council will be treating in the days of
the conference. Resolutions for this committee have to be made before the conference and
presented to the other delegates on the first day of the conference.

Suggested Resources:
➢ https://www.nordangliaeducation.com/es/our-schools/mexico/monterrey/san-roberto-inter

national-school/student-life/isrmun/committees/the-united-nations-historical-security-cou
ncil-hsc

➢ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Gplt3K40uY
➢ https://www.un.org/un70/en/content/history/index.html
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Soviet Union intervention in Afghanistan:

On December 24, 1979, the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan to enforce the treaty that they had
both previously signed in 1978 (Here is more information specifically on the treaty) The treaty
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was made to counteract the negative opinion of the Afghan people on the communist party which
had overthrown the previous president Sardar Mohammed Daoud and Nur Mohammed Taraki,
head of the Communist Party, declared a one-party rule in Afghanistan. The treaty entailed that
the Soviet Union and Afghanistan would have a friendly and cooperative relationship where they
would help each other out in economic and militaristic aspects, and the treaty would last 20
years. Not long after the overthrow of the previous president, in September 1979, Nur
Mohammed Taraki was also overthrown and killed by members of the Afghan communist party
who were dissatisfied with his rule. Afterwards, the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan in hopes
of putting a more amenable leader who would help the Soviet Union.

On one side of the conflict lies Afghanistan, which is in disarray due to the intervention by the
Soviet Union and has no clear rule now. On the other side of the conflict lies the Soviet Union
who is trying to gain more control over Europe which is also to go against the United States
containment policy to overthrow communism in Europe and how the Soviet Union at the time
was trying to do the opposite and spread communism all throughout the Europe which is why the
time that the Soviet Union intervened in Afghanistan is commonly referred to as “Russia’s
Vietnam.”

Suggested Resources:
➢ https://inews.co.uk/news/world/russia-afghanistan-why-invade-soviet-union-invasion-197

9-timeline-what-happened-1156206
➢ https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2014/08/the-soviet-war-in-afghanistan-1979-1989/100

786/
➢ https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/29/us/politics/afghanistan-trump-soviet-union.html

Bibliography:

Editors, History.com. “U.S.S.R. and Afghanistan Sign ‘Friendship Treaty.’” History.com, A&E
Television Networks, 13 Nov. 2009,
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/ussr-and-afghanistan-sign-friendship-treaty.

Mccann, Jaymi. “Timeline of What's Happened since the Soviet Union Invaded Afghanistan in
1979.” Inews.co.uk, Inews-Uk, 19 Aug. 2021,
https://inews.co.uk/news/world/russia-afghanistan-why-invade-soviet-union-invasion-1979
-timeline-what-happened-1156206.

https://inews.co.uk/news/world/russia-afghanistan-why-invade-soviet-union-invasion-1979-timeline-what-happened-1156206
https://inews.co.uk/news/world/russia-afghanistan-why-invade-soviet-union-invasion-1979-timeline-what-happened-1156206
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2014/08/the-soviet-war-in-afghanistan-1979-1989/100786/
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2014/08/the-soviet-war-in-afghanistan-1979-1989/100786/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/29/us/politics/afghanistan-trump-soviet-union.html
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/ussr-and-afghanistan-sign-friendship-treaty
https://inews.co.uk/news/world/russia-afghanistan-why-invade-soviet-union-invasion-1979-timeline-what-happened-1156206
https://inews.co.uk/news/world/russia-afghanistan-why-invade-soviet-union-invasion-1979-timeline-what-happened-1156206


Armed Conflict between Somalia and Ethiopia

Following World War II, Britain retained protectorate status over both British and Italian
Somaliland. The United Nations granted Italy trusteeship of Italian Somaliland in 1950 as a
result of the Paris Peace Treaties, but only under strict supervision and on the condition that
Somalia achieves independence within ten years, as proposed by the Somali Youth League
(SYL) and other nascent Somali political organizations such as Hizbia Digil Mirifle Somali
(HDMS) and the Somali National League (SNL). Until 1960, British Somaliland was a
protectorate of the United Kingdom. The British returned the Haud and the Ogaden to Ethiopia
in 1948, under pressure from their World War II allies and to the dismay of the Somalis, based on
a treaty signed in 1897 in which the British, French, and Italians consented on the territorial
boundaries of Ethiopia with the Ethiopian Emperor Menelik in exchange for his help against raid
The United Kingdom added a clause stating that Somali citizens would keep their autonomy, but
Ethiopia claimed authority over the region almost immediately.

On the eve of Somalia's independence in 1960, a referendum was held in neighboring Djibouti in
1958 to decide whether to join the Somali Republic or remain with France. The referendum
resulted in a yes vote from a major Afar ethnic community and resident Europeans, indicating
that the country's relationship with France should be maintained. Vote fraud was also common,
with the French evacuating hundreds of Somalis before the referendum was held.

On June 26, 1960, British Somaliland broke away as the State of Somaliland, with the Trust
Territory of Somalia (formerly Italian Somaliland) following five days later. The two territories
unified on July 1, 1960, to become the Somali Republic. Abdullahi Issa and other members of
the trusteeship and protectorate governments formed a government with Haji Bashir Ismail Yusuf
as President of the Somali National Assembly, Aden Abdullah Osman Daar as President of the
Somali Republic, and Abdirashid Ali Shermarke as Prime Minister, with Haji Bashir Ismail
Yusuf as President of the Somali Republic. The people of Somalia accepted a new constitution
that had been developed the previous year in a popular referendum on July 20, 1961.

Somalia's then-President Shermarke was shot and killed by one of his own bodyguards while
visiting the northern town of Las Anod on October 15, 1969. His assassination was swiftly
followed by a military coup d'état on October 21, 1969, in which the Somali Army seized control
without facing armed resistance—essentially a bloodless takeover. Major General Mohamed
Siad Barre, who was in charge of the army at the time, led the coup.

Suggested Resources:
➢ https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/11/20/what-ethiopias-crisis-mea

ns-for-somalia/
➢ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7CemACOk-p0
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➢ https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/122751/bk-somali-conf
lict-part2-010194-en.pdf;jsessionid=08581AB0FDF46622CD8AD3CF49EAC6E7?seque
nce=2
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Sandanistas overthrow the government of Nicaragua:

At the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de Nicaragua (UNAN) in Managua, Carlos Fonseca
Amador, Silvio Mayorga, and Tomás Borge Martnez created the FSLN (Sandinista National
Liberation Front) with other student activists in 1961. This was not the first instance the founding
members of the FSLN had been involved in political activities. Amador, the organization's first
General Secretary, had collaborated on a publication called Segovia that was "widely critical" of
Somoza's leadership.

During the 1960s, the organization gathered support from peasants and anti-Somoza elements
within Nicaraguan society, as well as the communist Cuban government, the socialist
Panamanian government of Omar Torrijos, and the socialist Venezuelan government of Carlos
Andrés Pérez, with the help of students.

By the 1970s, a coalition of students, farmers, companies, churches, and a small number of
Marxists had gathered enough strength to mount a military campaign against longstanding
dictator Anastasio Somoza Debayle's regime. Fidel Castro and Che Guevara's efforts pushed the
FSLN to focus on guerrilla tactics almost immediately. The Ro Coco/Bocay-Rait campaign,
which penetrated Nicaragua's northern shore, was mostly a failure. Fonseca went through a
"prolonged period of contemplation, self-criticism, and ideological debate" after a devastating
loss near the city of Matagalpa, during which Mayorga was assassinated.The FSLN limited
attacks during this time, concentrating instead on strengthening the organization as a whole.

Suggested Resources:
➢ https://www.pond5.com/stock-footage/item/75311748-sandinistas-overthrow-government

-nicaragua-1980s
➢ https://nacla.org/news/2021/08/18/crisis-nicaragua-overthrow
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