
 

 

 
Study Guide Q1 Exam 

 
Unit 1: Experimenting with a Perfect World 

Analyzing & Writing about Utopia and Dystopia 
 

Anticipation Questions 
For each question, think about your answer and write it in the empty column at right. 

SD = Strongly Disagree / D = Disagree / N = No Opinion / A = Agree / SA = Strongly Agree 

If I were in charge of the world, it would be a better place.  
Strong rules and leadership are important to make the world run smoothly.  
Science and inventions are a positive force in the world.  
Science fiction stories show us a future that could happen.  
In a world with no rules, I would still do the right thing.  

 
By the end of this unit, these are the Skills students will demonstrate improvement in: 

Writing a strong 
introduction & 

thesis 

Making claims & 
Writing body 
paragraphs 

Paraphrasing 
evidence 

Quoting 
evidence  

MLA citation Using transition 
words to connect 

ideas 

Making 
inferences 

 

 
By the end of this unit, these are the Ideas & Concepts students will be able to explain: 

Utopia & Dystopia  
Utopia 

Literary Study 



 

 

Dystopia 
Infrastructure 
Society 
Oppression 
 
Space 
Time Travel 
Out of control inventions 
Robots 
Scientists 
Artificial Intelligence 
Aliens 
Super heroes 

Themes 
● Utopian themes in literature 
● Dystopian themes in literature 

 
Plot Structure 

● Rising Action 
● Climax 
● Falling Action 
● Resolution 

 

 
Big Ideas 

Essential understandings will include: 
Factual:  

● What are the characteristics of a Utopian and Dystopian society?  
Conceptual:  

● How is innovation affecting humanity?  
● Why is it important to have rules in a society?  
● How do rules affect the human experience? 

Debatable:  
● Do advances in science and technology cause more harm or good?  
● How much control should a government have over a society? 

 

Key Concept: Perspective 
Related Concepts: Character, Setting, Theme 

Statement of Inquiry: Science fiction explores the 
relationship between humans and what they create, 



 

 

Global Context:  Identities & relationships commenting on the intended and unintended 
consequences of scientific and cultural innovation. 

 


