
Your Successful Individual Oral Presentation

This document is meant to bring together various lists of ideas and tips about creating a successful Interactive Oral

Presentation (IOP) on how a Global Issue (GI) is presented in one literary text originally published in English and another

literary text translated into English from another language. You have the flexibility to use any of the works from your

course of study up until the time of the final exam. Diploma and Certificate students need to be aware that works chosen

for the individual oral cannot then also be used for any other IB assessment (Extended Essay, HL Essay, and Paper 2).

Global Issue

Dear Students,

The topic must be specific and clear. It must meet the IB’s definition of a Global Issue. It is permissible if these impacts

are specific to a time frame (e.g., it was a global issue in the 1600s, but not today). You must make it clear in your oral

why your GI fits these qualifications; this may involve some research so you can cite specific real-world examples of the

global and local impacts. Be sure to cite in the oral any sources you use that go beyond common knowledge (mention

publication and date and, if possible, article title and/or author).

Checklist for a Successful IOP

PREPARATION

Have you…?

1. Selected an extract of 40 lines maximum that clearly brings out the Global Issue and allows you to talk about

how the author presents this Issue

2. Done a full close-reading (mark-up) of the excerpts or texts in preparation for analysis

3. Used all available resources to plan your oral to meet all expectations, including this document and those linked

above

4. Prepared a clean copy of the excerpt for the teacher (plus one for yourself) for the due date, which may be

slightly before your oral date

5. Numbered the lines (every 5 lines) on your excerpt

6. Created a list of no more than 10 bullet points, of no more than 2-3 sentences each, to serve as presentation

notes, and made copies for you and your teacher

7. Planned, planned, planned and rehearsed, rehearsed, rehearsed

GLOBAL ISSUE

Have you…?

1. Selected a Global Issue that is evident in the text(s) AND extracts, is specific and well-defined, and that meets all

three qualities of a Global Issue as defined by the IB

A. It has significance on a wide/large scale.

B. It is transnational.

C. Its impact is felt in everyday local contexts.

2. Researched the Global Issue and its context, in relation to the context(s) of the text(s), and prepared to justify

your choice as being both prevalent in the text(s) and meeting the definition

3. Prepared to cite such research in the oral as necessary if you present anything that is not common knowledge

(e.g., if you want to claim that “Theocracies were common in the 1600s,” you should probably have some

citation to support this claim).

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17cmCK1D4zAKWhLKUtnvQQX-Pt1L2GiJV/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104720668950544545614&rtpof=true&sd=true


KNOWLEDGE

In the oral, have you…?

1. Prepared a response of 10 minutes, including perhaps two minutes on context and the GI, and the rest exploring

how the texts present that issue, giving approximately balanced coverage to each text, literary and non-literary.

2. Prepared a BRIEF introduction in which you…
a. Mentioned author(s) and title(s) correctly

b. Stated your Global Issue concisely and correctly

c. Defined any terms in that Issue that need “scope” or clarification. Examples might be “abuse of power,”

”identity,” or “hysteria”

d. Established the nature of your topic as a Global Issue, i.e., justified this issue as having transnational

implications and local impacts? (it would be good if you could make connections between the Global

Issue and each author’s purpose here as well). This might be a place where research into the GI would

strengthen your ideas.

e. Addressed key aspects of the Global Issue that are reflected in the context of the work(s)

f. Made reference to why you selected this particular extract to exhibit the Global Issue

3. Focused perhaps 80% of the oral on the extracts themselves, tying all ideas, and all authorial choices that you

mention, to the GI.

4. Made reference to other parts of the literary text AND other works in the non-literary Body of Work, that are

significant to the presentation of the GI. This should make up perhaps 10% of the oral at most. Remember: you

have to show understanding of the Global Issue in the whole Body of Work or the whole literary work, not just in

the extract. (One idea might be to bring in the broader work(s) early and get it over with.)

5. In particular, tie the context of the text to the Global Issue.

ANALYSIS*

In the oral, have you…?

1. Focused like a laser on how the Global Issue is evidenced in the extract (presented by the author) through the

elements of the extract, like character actions, dialogue, stage directions, character-ization, structure, imagery,

irony, and any other authorial choices that go beyond these. Be sure you have done this specifically, talking about

parts of the extract in detail, and avoiding generalizations.

o Analyzed the excerpt(s) in part from a broad view level, covering context, audience and purpose (of the

text as a whole, in the case of a longer literary work) and, where relevant, “big picture” issues like

structure, plot, narrative voice, tone, characterization, theme, motif, etc.; as well as key stylistic devices

and conventions of the text type (e.g., for a play, characterization and all its elements, stage directions,

dialogue and diction, symbolism, allusion, and so on)

o Also analyzed specific short segments, lines, language and phrases from the text at the

“word-and-phrase level,” especially within the selected extract, identifying authorial choices such as

literary, persuasive and rhetorical devices; specific characterization; imagery; sound effects in the

language, etc.

2. Supported ALL ideas with evidence and reasoning to ensure they are logical and convincing

3. Quoted directly from the extract whenever possible

4. Tied EVERY observation about elements in or conventions (dramatic, persuasive/rhetorical, poetic…) of each

text to the GI and the author’s purpose and/or the element’s effect on the audience (i.e., P.E.A.S.), thus



creating an analytical presentation and avoiding retelling, paraphrase, and simple explanation (“what” rather

than “how” and “why”).

5. Included visual or multimedia elements in your analysis, if there are any in the text

* In order for your oral to be analytical in nature, it is critical that you don’t just describe the text or ‘inform’ of the

key authorial choices used by each author to help present the global issue. You must say ‘how’ the authorial choices

work to specifically present the global issue and ‘why’ the author has done this by linking back to their purpose as

well as the context each text was created in. Don’t forget to discuss some of the possible effects the authorial

choices might have on audiences or readers in relation to the global issue.

ORGANIZATION

In the oral, have you…?

1. Created a presentation with an introduction, a body, and a conclusion, and in all three made many connections

to the Global Issue

2. Balanced the presentation between the texts more or less equally

3. Timed your presentation to fit the available time and practiced it to judge the tempo you must present

4. Removed all repetition of topics or wordiness from your presentation so it is a lean, mean analyzing machine.

LANGUAGE

In the oral, have you…?

1. Used clear expression and phrasing of all ideas to allow your “audience” to understand

2. Used proper terminology to refer to authorial choices, including use of allusions, irony, tension, poetic forms and

techniques, imagery, composition, juxtaposition, etc.

3. Used a formal register

4. Practiced the oral many times to ensure you are ready with the proper vocabulary and pronunciation, and looked

up what you are not sure about so you use particular words in the correct context

5. Practiced it many times (maybe even videotaped yourself) to ensure you are communicating clearly, using

effective presentation style (e.g., volume, intonation, enunciation and pauses).

Q&A

For the oral, are you…?

1. Prepared to talk about how the GI is revealed or presented in specific aspects of the excerpt

2. Prepared to talk about how an audience might respond to the presentation of the GI (in this context ‘audience’

could refer to the audience at the time the text was originally produced or perhaps even audiences of a different

time period)

3. Prepared to add detail to your discussion about the context and the Global Issue, and connections between

them

------------------------------------

IB English A: Literature – The Individual Oral - Assessment Criteria



Criterion A:
Knowledge,
understanding and
interpretation

● How well does the candidate
demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of the extracts, and
of the works/texts from which they
were taken?

● To what extent does the candidate
make use of knowledge and
understanding of the extracts and
the works/texts to draw conclusions
in relation to the global issue?

● How well are ideas supported by
references to the extracts, and to
the works/texts?

Criterion B: Analysis and
evaluation

● How well does the candidate use his or her knowledge
and understanding of each of the extracts and their
associated works/texts to analyze and evaluate the
ways in which authorial choices present the global
issue?

Criterion C: Focus and
organization

● How well does the candidate deliver a
structured, well-balanced and focused
oral?

● How well does the candidate connect ideas
in a cohesive manner?

Criterion D: Language

● How clear, accurate and effective is the
language?

0 - The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.
1-2 There is little knowledge and

understanding of the extracts
and the works/texts in
relation to the global issue.
References to the extracts
and to the works/texts are
infrequent or are rarely
appropriate.

1-
2

The oral is descriptive or contains no relevant
analysis.
Authorial choices are seldom identified and, if so,
are poorly understood in relation to the
presentation of the global issue.

1-2 The oral rarely focuses on the task.
There are few connections between
ideas.

1-2 The language is rarely clear or
accurate; errors often hinder
communication. Vocabulary and syntax
are imprecise and frequently
inaccurate.
Elements of style (for example,
register, tone and rhetorical devices)
are inappropriate to the task and
detract from the oral.

3-4 There is some knowledge and
understanding of the extracts
and the works/texts in
relation to the global issue.
References to the extracts
and to the works/texts are at
times appropriate.

3-
4

The oral contains some relevant analysis, but it is
reliant on description.
Authorial choices are identified, but are vaguely
treated and/or only partially understood in
relation to the presentation of the global issue.

3-4 The oral only sometimes focuses on
the task, and treatment of the
extracts, and of the works/texts may
be unbalanced.
There are some connections
between ideas, but these are not
always coherent.

3-4 The language is generally clear; errors
sometimes hinder communication.
Vocabulary and syntax are often
imprecise with inaccuracies.
Elements of style (for example,
register, tone and rhetorical devices)
are often inappropriate to the task and
detract from the oral.

5-6 There is satisfactory
knowledge and
understanding of the extracts
and the works/texts and an
interpretation of their
implications in relation to the
global issue.
References to the extracts
and to the works/texts are
generally relevant and mostly
support the candidate’s ideas.

5-
6

The oral is analytical in nature, and evaluation of
the extracts and their works/texts is mostly
relevant.
Authorial choices are identified and reasonably
understood in relation to the presentation of the
global issue.

5-6 The oral maintains a focus on the
task, despite some lapses; treatment
of the extracts and works/texts is
mostly balanced.
The development of ideas is mostly
logical; ideas are generally
connected in a cohesive manner.

5-6 The language is clear; errors do not
hinder communication. Vocabulary
and syntax are appropriate to the task
but simple and repetitive.
Elements of style (for example,
register, tone and rhetorical devices)
are appropriate to the task and neither
enhance nor detract from the oral.

7-8 there is good knowledge and
understanding of the extracts
and the works/texts and a
sustained interpretation of
their implications in relation
to the global issue.
References to the extracts
and to the works/texts are
relevant and support the
candidate’s ideas.

7-
8

Analysis and evaluation of the extracts and their
works/texts are relevant and at times insightful.
There is a good understanding of how authorial
choices are used to present the global issue.

7-8 The oral maintains a mostly clear
and sustained focus on the task;
treatment of the extracts and
works/texts is balanced.
The development of ideas is logical;
ideas are cohesively connected in an
effective manner.

7-8 The language is clear and accurate;
occasional errors do not hinder
communication. Vocabulary and syntax
are appropriate and varied.
Elements of style (for example,
register, tone and rhetorical devices)
are appropriate to the task and
somewhat enhance the oral.

9-1
0

There is excellent knowledge
and understanding of the
extracts and of the
works/texts and a persuasive
interpretation of their
implications in relation to the
global issue.
References to the extracts
and to the works/texts are
well chosen and effectively
support the candidate’s ideas.

9-
10

Analysis and evaluation of the extracts and their
works/texts are relevant and insightful.
There is a thorough and nuanced understanding of
how authorial choices are used to present the
global issue.

9-1
0

The oral maintains a clear and
sustained focus on the task;
treatment of the extracts and
works/texts is well balanced.
The development of ideas is logical
and convincing; ideas are connected
in a cogent manner.

9-1
0

The language is clear, accurate and
varied; occasional errors do not hinder
communication. Vocabulary and syntax
are varied and create effect.
Elements of style (for example,
register, tone and rhetorical devices)
are appropriate to the task and
enhance the oral.


